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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


(for  broadcast  use  only.) 


Subject:  "Summer  Enemies  to  Fabrics."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Economics,  U.S.D.A. 


Even  though  the  outdoors  is  calling  at  this  time  of  year,  even  though  you 
want  to  spend  every  waking  minute  in  the  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  still  you'll  be 
wise  if  you  occasionally  consider  the  fabrics  inside  the  house  —  the  curtains 
and  rugs  and  furniture  coverings  and  also  your  clothes.    For  household  fabrics  and 
clothes  probably  suffer  more  damage  at  this  season  than  at  any  other.  Fabrics, 
you  know,  have  many  different  kinds  of  enemies  and  plenty  of  these  are  abroad  in 
summer. 

For  example,  sunlight  is  one  well-known  fabric  enemy.    Sunshine  may  fade 
your  curtains  and  weaken  them  at  the  same  time.    Have  you  ever  noticed  that  the 
part  of  the  curtain  exposed  to  the  sun  gradually  breaks  down  and  becomes  so  weak 
that  it  may  fall  apart  in  laundering,  while  the  rest  of  the  curtain  may  still  be 
in  good  condition?    Tests  show  that  rayon  resists  light  better  than  cotton,  wool, 
or  silk.    And  they  show  that  si  11c  becomes  tender  under  exposure  to  light  faster 
than  any  other  fabric.    Scientists  believe  that  the  ultra-violet  rays  actually 
affect  the  fibers.    Cloth  that  takes  too  long  a  sunbath  usually  appears  tender 
just  as  if  it  had  been  bleached  too  much.    The  combination  of  moisture  and  sun 
is  hard  on  almost  any  fabric.    Rayon  curtains,  attacked  this  way,   show  weakness 
particularly  when  they  are  wet,  because  rayon  is  tender  in  water.    To  make  your 
curtains  give  the  best  wear,   reverse  them  occasionally,   so  the  top  and  the  bottom 
will  get  an  equal  amount  of  exposure  to  the  sun.    And  keep  them  clean. 

That  brings  up  another  enemy  of  all  fabrics  —  soil.    Dust  and  dirt,  sand 
and  smoke  and  many  other  kinds  of  soil  can  do  severe  damage  to  even  a  sturdy 
piece  of  fabric  like  a  rug.    Some  kinds  of  dust  contain  tiny  sharp  particles  that 
actually  cut  the  fibers  and  in  time  will  cause  holes.    Rugs  often  suffer  from 
such  sharp  dirt,  ground  in  by  the  feet  that  walk  over  them.    Junior  may  come 
running  in  from  his  sandpile  or  from  the  beach  this  summer  bringing  loads  of  sand 
with  him.    That  sand  is  likely  to  shorten  the  life  of  your  rugs  if  you  leave  it 
to  grind  into  the  fibers.    Another  kind  of  soil  that  means  a  short    life  for 
curtains  especially  is  smoke.     Smoke  often  contains  chemicals  thai;  actually 
attack  cloth  and  "rot"  it.     I've  heard  many  sad  stories  from  friends  of  mine 
living  near  manufacturing  plants  that  give  off  a  good  deal  of  smoke.    They  have 
told  me  that  their  curtains  often  turned  into  shreds  and  ribbons  soon  after  they 
were  hung  at  the  window. 

Well,  the  best  preventive  against  damage  from  soil  is  frequent  cleaning. 
Keep  your  rugs  free  of  dirt  and  dust.    Launder  your  curtains  often.    Before  wash- 
ing your  curtains  shake  them  well  to  remove  the  loose  dirt.    Then  soak  them  for 
several  hours  in  cool,   soft  water.    Finally,  wash  them  gently  in  neutral  soap  and 
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warm,  not  hot,  water.    Rinse  thoroughly  and  squeeze  out  the  water.    Don't  wring. 
Iron  with  a  medium  hot  iron.    Fabrics  that  have  "become  tender  from  sunlight  scorch 
easily.    Remember  that  too  much  heat  either  in  the  washing  water  or  the  iron  is 
especially  hard  on  silk  and  rayon  curtains. 

Weather  affects  other  household  fabrics  beside  curtains  and  rugs.  The 
jute  which  you  find  in  many  porch  mats  deteriorates  rapidly  in  dampness.     So  be 
careful  to  dry  out  your  porch  mats  after  every  rain.    And  if  you  wash  a  jute  rug, 
see  that  it  dries  as  quickly  as  possible.    Better  plan  to  wash  it  on  a  warm, 
sunny  day  when  there's  a  good  breeze  stirring. 

Even  outdoor  fabrics  like  awnings  have  their  troubles  with  the  weather. 
Though  cotton  is  less  affected  by  exposure  than  other  fabrics,  yet  awnings  often 
become  weak  after  continued  exposure  to  sun  and  rain.    And  awnings  will  mildew 
quickly  if  you  let  them  stand  damp  very  long.    Better  open  and  dry  out  your 
awnings  after  evory  shower.    That's  a  good  precaution  to  take  with  shower-bath 
curtains,  too.    Keep  your  bath  curtains  spread  out  always  while  they're  damp. 
Otherwise,  they  will  soon  be  hopelessly  stained  with  mildew. 

By  the  way,  this  fungus  growth  on  cloth  which  we  call  mildew  is  one  of  our 
worst  fabric  enemies  in  summer.    It  flourishes  in  damp,  warm,  dark  places.  It 
loves  to  get  at  clothes  sprinkled  and  rolled  up  for  ironing  and  left  just  a  little 
too  long  in  the  warm  kitchen.     It  enjoys  settling  down  on  clothes  packed  away  in 
a  damp  cellar.    And  once  it  settles,  it  leaves  a  mark  .  that' 3  most  difficult  to 
remove.    If  the  mildew  is  very  new,  you  can  sometimes  wash  it  off  with  soap  and 
water.    If  it  has  gone  a  bit  deeper,  you  may  be  able  to  bleach  it  from  white 
fabrics.    But  it  often  attacks  the  cloth  fibers  so  deeply,  that  if  you  remove  it, 
you'll  leave  a  hole  in  the  cloth. 

Summer  brings  its  own  special  varieties  of  stains.    Mildew  is  one  of  them. 
Others  are  fruit  and  grass  stains,  automobile  oil  stains,  mud  and  rust  stains. 
Well,  the  way  to  deal  with  them  is  to  have  a  reliable  little  bulletin  that  tells 
you  just  what  to  do  for  each  different  kind  of  stain  and  just  how  to  do  it. 
Prompt  action  is  one  good  general  rule  for  successful  stain  removal.    Of  course, 
taking  out  stains  is  a  pre-laundry  job.     Soap  sets  many  stains,  so  you'll  be  wise 
to  remove  all  spots  before  the  garment  goes  into  the  suds. 

Yes,  you'll  save  money  if  you  take  time  to  look  over  your  clothes  and  all 
other  fabrics  before  they  go  into  the  washtub,  not  only  for  stains  but  also  for 
little  holes  or  weak  places,  for  pins  or  nails  in  Johnny's  pockets.    Holes  grow 
large,  tears  tear  more,  weak  places  wear  through  during  the  process  of  washing, 
wringing,  ironing  and  so  on.    A  stitch  in  time  means  a  stitch  before  the  washtub. 
And  those  nails  and  other  children's  treasures  that  may  be  in  small  -pockets  may 
cause  serious  holes  as  well  as  rust  stains. 

Well,  so  far  our  list  of  summer  fabric  enemies  includes  the  weather  — 
sunlight  and  moisture;  includes  dust  and  dirt;  and  includes  summer  stains  of  all 
kinds.    Besides  these  you  need  to  guard  against  the  small  live  enemies  —  mice, 
moths,  ants  and  other  insects. 
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